
The Incredible Desert Biome! 
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Climate and Weather: 

• The desert biome is known for extreme temperatures, with scorching hot days (up to 50°C or 
122°F) and cold nights (as low as -1°C or 30°F). 

• Very little precipitation, receiving less than 25 cm (10 
inches) of rain per year. 

• Some deserts, like the Atacama Desert, receive almost no 
rainfall at all! 

• Occasional sandstorms and droughts are common.  

 

Location of the Biome: 

• Deserts are found on every continent except Europe. 

• Major deserts include: 

o Sahara Desert 
(Africa) 

o Gobi Desert 
(Asia) 

o Mojave Desert 
(North America) 

o Atacama Desert 
(South America) 

o Great Victoria 
Desert (Australia) 

  

 

Animal Life: 

• Camel: Stores fat in its hump for energy and can survive for days without water.  

• Fennec Fox: Has large ears to release heat and blend into the sand for 
camouflage.  

• Scorpion: Nocturnal and has a tough exoskeleton to prevent water loss. 

 

 



Plant Life & Vegetation: 

• Cactus: Stores water in its thick stems and has spines instead of leaves to 
reduce water loss. 

•      

• Creosote Bush: Produces chemicals to prevent other plants from 
growing nearby, reducing competition.  

• Mesquite Tree: Has deep roots (up to 50 feet) to reach 
underground water sources.   

 

Environmental Issues: 

• Desertification: Expanding deserts due to climate change and deforestation. 

• Water Scarcity: Overuse of water sources for agriculture and human settlements. 

• Conservation Efforts: Protecting desert ecosystems by limiting land degradation, using 
sustainable water management, and establishing protected areas. 

• Image: A cracked, dry landscape to show desertification. 

 

Fun Facts! 

• Some desert animals get all their water from food and never need to drink! 

• The largest desert on Earth is Antarctica (yes, it’s a cold desert!). 

• Cacti can live for over 200 years! 

• Mini Quiz: What is the driest desert in the world? 

o A) Sahara 

o B) Gobi 

o C) Atacama 

o D) Mojave 
(Answer: C) Atacama!) 

 

Sources: [List books, websites, or other references used] 

 

The Sahara Desert is the world’s largest hot desert, spanning 9.2 million square kilometers across N
orth Africa. 

   

 


