Practice Short Answer TEST Questions
Ch 6: Listening to the People

1. List the types of people who were not allowed to vote in elections in the 1830s.
2. What were the main qualifications for voting in the 1830s?
3. Explain, in your own words, why the Legislative Assembly could not make final decisions without the consent of the governor or lieutenant-governor.
4. Describe the main difference between the Legislative Assembly and the Executive council.
5. Compare and contrast the motivations (reasons) behind the rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada. What were the key differences in their causes? Similarities?
6. What was the main goal of responsible government as desired by the people?
7. Analyze the impact of responsible government on colonial administration. How did it change the way colonies were governed?
8. What were Lord Durham’s two major recommendations after investigating the rebellions?
9. Evaluate the effectiveness of Lord Durham’s recommendations. Were they successful in addressing the issues faced by the colonies? Explain your answer.

1. List the types of people who were not allowed to vote in elections in the 1830s.
In the 1830s, many people were not allowed to vote. Women could not vote. Men under the age of 21 could not vote. People who did not own land or pay enough rent could not vote. First Nations people were not allowed to vote. Many Black colonists were technically allowed to vote, but most could not because they did not meet the property requirements. 
A. Ch.6 Government in the Colon…

2. What were the main qualifications for voting in the 1830s?
To vote in the 1830s, a person had to be a man over the age of 21. He had to be a British citizen and either own land or pay a certain amount of rent each year. These rules meant that only a small group of people could vote. 
A. Ch.6 Government in the Colon…

3. Explain, in your own words, why the Legislative Assembly could not make final decisions without the consent of the governor or lieutenant-governor.
The Legislative Assembly could not make final decisions because the governor or lieutenant-governor had the final say. Even if the Assembly passed a law, the governor could reject it. The governor was chosen by Britain and was more loyal to British interests than to the people in the colony. 
A. Ch.6 Government in the Colon…

4. Describe the main difference between the Legislative Assembly and the Executive Council.
The main difference was how members were chosen and who they represented. The Legislative Assembly was elected by some of the people and tried to pass laws to help the majority. The Executive Council was appointed by the governor and was made up of wealthy elites who usually supported Britain and blocked laws they did not like. 
A. Ch.6 Government in the Colon…

5. Compare and contrast the motivations behind the rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada. What were the key differences and similarities?
In both Upper and Lower Canada, the rebellions happened because people were angry that a small elite controlled the government and ignored regular people. In Lower Canada, the rebellion focused on protecting French language, culture, and land from British control. In Upper Canada, the rebellion focused more on unfair land distribution and misuse of tax money. Both rebellions were led by reformers who wanted more power for elected representatives. 
C1. Ch. 6 Rebellion in the Cana…

6. What was the main goal of responsible government as desired by the people?
The main goal of responsible government was to give real power to elected representatives. People wanted the government to be responsible to the voters, not to Britain. They believed that if they paid taxes and followed laws, they should have a say in how the colony was run. 
B. Ch.6 The Push for Change

7. Analyze the impact of responsible government on colonial administration. How did it change the way colonies were governed?
Responsible government changed colonies by shifting power away from appointed elites and toward elected leaders. Executive Councils were chosen from the elected Assembly instead of being appointed by the governor. This meant decisions were made by people who represented voters, making government more fair and democratic. 
D. Ch. 6 Achieving Responsible …

8. What were Lord Durham’s two major recommendations after investigating the rebellions?
Lord Durham made two main recommendations. First, he suggested joining Upper and Lower Canada into one colony called the Province of Canada. Second, he recommended giving the new colony responsible government so elected officials would have more power. 
C1. Ch. 6 Rebellion in the Cana…

9. Evaluate the effectiveness of Lord Durham’s recommendations. Were they successful? Explain your answer.
Lord Durham’s recommendations were only partly successful at first. The colonies were joined together, but responsible government was not immediately granted. Over time, however, his ideas influenced Britain, and responsible government was eventually adopted in many colonies. In the long run, his recommendations helped create a more democratic system.

If you’d like, I can simplify these further, convert them into a student answer key, or adjust them to a specific rubric level (e.g., Level 3 vs Level 4).

