Ch: 6 – Listening to the People 
Achieving Responsible Colonial Government
Notes

A Change in British Attitudes
Trade Preference
· Trade-preference = no taxes paid on imports into GB if it was a colony of GB.
· Traditionally British North America was wanted for resources SO the British gov’t kept control of colonial gov’t to keep this trade relationship profitable. 

Free-Trade
· Free-trade = the same tax rate applies to EVERY country
· Some people thought that the colonies were a drain on Great Britain’s resources; paying for projects like canals, paying for the upkeep of the army. If they wanted to be independent, let them…would be cheaper in the long run.
· With all countries being treated equally, GB found other suppliers of resources and some of them were cheaper. 
Political Parties
· Reformers realized early on that they had to stop arguing with each other and come together in groups of like-minded people. 
· In a political party, people w/ same ideas about gov’t work together. 
· Two main political parties in the Atlantic Colonies:
· Liberals (Reformers) – wanted change, responsible gov’t
· Conservatives (Tories) – wanted things to stay the same
· Each party tried to get a majority elected so that their point of view would be the strongest
1847: Nova Scotia
· Joesph Howe helped create a strong Reform party in NS and they were first to get responsible gov’t in 1847.
· In 1848, Reform party won gov’t. James Boyle Uniacke was leader of the party and he became Premier; he chose members of his party who were also elected (old way picked appointed people) to become members of the Executive Council (also known as Cabinet).
1849: Province of Canada
· Reformers in Canada has differences of opinion so that they couldn’t agree how to run government.
· Louis Hippolyte Lafontaine from Canada East and James Baldwin from Canada West worked to bring their reformers together to create an Assembly strong enough to get responsible gov’t.
1851: Prince Edward Island
· System here was that landowners of British and Protestant heritage were appointed to Executive council. BUT farmers wanted to be able to buy land of their own. This couldn’t happened with the Legislative assembly the way it was.
· Executive wanted to raise taxes; legislative assembly made up of farmers and citizens refused; in past, the LG would have just got rid of the assembly and made the law for taxes himself. BUT, with responsible gov’t in 3 colonies already…Britain gave in and gave PEI responsible gov’t in 1851.
1854: New Brunswick
· Key issue was lumber and who would control the money that came in from it. For the most part, the elite AND other people had the same opinion so it didn’t matter who was in control of Exec. Council 
· But there were still some people who wanted responsible gov’t; movement led by Lemuel Allen Wilmot and Charles Fisher. Britain agreed in 1854 to the change. 
1855: Newfoundland
· Big differences between English Protestant merchants who were on Exec. Council and the Irish Catholic population who made up the Assembly. These Irish were fishers who lived with poverty.
· Demand for responsible gov’t became strongest when Roman Catholic AND Methodist politicians decided to work together; NFLD was given responsible gov’t in 1855.

