Ch: 6 – Listening to the People 
Rebellion in the Canadas 
Notes

rebellion: when the people of a country turn against the government in a violent way
· Rebellions didn’t happen in all BNA colonies, just Upper & Lower Canada and they were attempts by Reformers to remove the elite (wealthy British/English merchants) from power.
Issues in Lower Canada
· Reformers were called Parti Patriotes or just Patriotes.
· Worried about effects of recent immigration; new settlers might take remaining land and people were worried about losing their language and culture to British control.
· A poor harvest and cholera epidemic made people think government wasn’t doing enough to help regular people in tough times
· Leader of Patriotes was Louis Joseph Papineau, a wealthy landowner who felt French culture was threatened and wanted a separate French colony.
Issues in Upper Canada
· Reformers here had many complaints but major was worry that government was spending tax money unwisely. An example was the money spent on building canals that were really only to benefit the rich merchants
· Also, a complaint was members of the elite usually got biggest and best plots of land
· Like in Lower Canada, farm families were facing starvation; Reformers had support of farmers and recent immigrants like the Irish who were not part of elite.
· Leader of Reformers was William Lyon Mackenzie; owned a newspaper that regularly criticized the government. Had a quick temper and was outspoken.
Trigger for Trouble
· When historic crisis happens, events normally build up over time (see your flowchart).
· Trigger in the Canadas was when the Patriotes in Lower Canada drew up a list of complaints about government power and government responded by giving themselves even MORE power. 
· In Upper Canada, the governor used threats and bribes to make sure Reformers were voted out of assembly.
Rebellions in Lower Canada
· Started in 1837 when a group of Patriotes defeated British troops in minor battle.
· Several other minor battles and rebels took over some communities and private homes. British were able to easily overcome these rebels though because they were poorly armed and had little military training. A 2nd rebellion was attempted in 1838 but it too was quickly stopped.
· 800 Patriotes were jailed & homes of Patriote supporters were destroyed; 12 hanged, 58 sent to prison colonies in Australia & Bermuda.


Rebellions in Upper Canada
· Hearing that British soldiers were busy in Lower Canada, William Lyon Mackenzie thought it time to act! In Dec. 1837 he and his ~700 followers marched down Yonge street where they were met by an organized militia who easily defeated these rebels. Mackenzie tried to keep the rebellion going from afar but was unsuccessful; it was officially over in 1838.
· 880 rebels arrested of whom most released but; 20 hanged, 92 sent to prison colonies in Australia, 26 banished.
After the Rebellions
· In 1838 British government sent Lord Durham to investigate. He published a report in 1841 that made two major recommendations.
· #1: Join the two colonies of Upper and Lower Canada into one colony to be called Province of Canada
· #2: Give this new province responsible government.
· Only the first recommendation was acted upon.
