Ch.6: Listening to the People
     The Push for Change pp.103-105


Responsible Government
· People wanted change so as to be empowered.
Responsible government  where the elected members, not the appointed members have the greatest decision making power
· People wanted say over the laws they needed to follow and the taxes they needed to pay. 
· People who already had power, the elite, weren’t keen on responsible gov’t. 
· Many arguments broke out.11

Taking Sides: The Churches
· Two main churches in BNA: Anglican (Church of England), Catholic
· Churches had an influence on what people thought and how they voted.
· When people heard church leaders opinions, they began to take sides. 
· Both churches, for the most part, were happy to let government run politics of country and the church controlled people’s everyday lives and things like schools. 
· Bishop of Catholic church in NFLD wanted reform; thought Newfoundlanders would get more rights.
· Protestant churches OTHER than Anglican wanted reform.

Taking Sides: The Newspapers
· Newspapers were an important way to get information in the mid 1800s; either newspapers or from other people.
· Double-sided, one-page papers. Wouldn’t be easily thrown out, instead they were shared. Posted in taverns or other public places, read aloud and talked about. 
· In the 1830’s papers took sides either against or for reform. Many newspapers were owned and run, even written in, by politicians.
· Big decision maker for these papers were the editors.






THINK IT THROUGH p.106 Worksheet

	_____“The colony needs experienced men to make decisions. Ordinary voters don’t understand government well enough, and Britain knows what is best for us.”

_____“If the Assembly is elected by the people, it should make the decisions. Appointed councils shouldn’t be able to block laws the people want.”

_____“I can’t vote and I don’t own land, so no one in government listens to me. Responsible government sounds good, but I’m not sure it includes people like me.”

_____“The current system keeps order and stability. Giving too much power to elected assemblies could weaken Britain’s control and cause trouble.”

_____“Catholics will only be treated fairly if the people can elect leaders with real power. Responsible government is the only way to protect our rights.”

_____“We’re elected by the people, but our bills are always blocked. Responsible government would finally let us govern for the majority, not just the elite.”

_____“The Assembly talks about helping people like me, but the councils just say no. I don’t see how responsible government will really change my life.”

_____“I pay taxes, so I should have a say in how the money is spent. The Assembly should control the government, not appointed councils.”
	A. Roman Catholic Bishop in Newfoundland (reform supporter)

B. Small Farmer / Taxpayer (can vote, limited power)

C. Church of England Leader (elite, government supporter)

D. Mi’kmaq Logger

E. Legislative Assembly Member (elected, frustrated)

F. Newfoundland Fisher

G. Member of the Executive Council (appointed, elite, loyal to Britain)

H. Reformer / Newspaper Publisher (educated, pushing for change)




