

Ch.6: Listening to the People
     Government in the Colonies pp.100-102

· In the mid 1830’s, all colonies had similar governments with either a governor or lieutenant-governor, chosen by the British gov’t, in charge.
The Legislative & Executive Councils
· The governor or Lieutenant-Governor had final say on all decisions. Couldn’t run gov’t on his own so he had -help from colonists he appointed to the Legislative and Executive councils. 
· Appointees were always males of British heritage who belonged to Church of England and were elites of society. In NFLD they were merchants of the fishing industry; in Lower Canada chosen from French elite; and in other colonies wealthy professionals or merchants.
· These people were chosen for loyalty to Britain and would make decisions in favour of continued resources for Great Britain

The Legislative Assembly
· Members were always professional men and wealthy merchants but NOT always from the elite of society; the assembly was starting to have a mix of peoples.
· Assembly would suggest bills that were meant to help all people and not just elites; but the Exec. Council could just say ‘No’ to these and bring in bills that benefited the elite.
· Assembly seemed to have some power because they could approve taxes but if they didn’t do what the LG wanted, the LG would just dissolve the Assembly (get rid of them/firing them).

Voters
· Generally, in the 1830s, only males over 21 who were British citizens could vote. Had to own land or pay a certain amount in rent each year. This property qualification cut many people out who worked at different jobs throughout the year.
· First Nations could NOT vote; Black colonists could BUT few were wealthy enough to meet property qualifications.




